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The Organic Initiative is a platform of key Ukrainian organic stakeholders established with the aim of cooperation, 
idea exchange, developing a joint action plan to achieve the goals, addressing various issues as well as contributing to 
raising awareness and higher added-value trade in the organic sector of Ukraine.  

The Organic Initiative was established in April 2020. 

The main goal of the Organic Initiative is higher value added trade with organic products on the domestic and 
international markets. 

The Organic Infinitive’s mission is to contribute to development of organic agriculture and production of certified 
organic products in Ukraine; to facilitate trade with and increase demand for certified organic products produced in 
Ukraine on the domestic and international markets; to contribute to implementation of sustainable agricultural 
practices and development of green economy in Ukraine.   

The Organic Initiative members are:  
Organic Standard LLC, Organic Business School, Institute of Organic Agriculture SPU, International Charitable 
Organisation “Information Centre “Green Dossier”, Lviv City Public Organization “Ecoterra”, Organic Ukraine NGO, and 
Oleksandr Prykhodko, Agricultural Markets Development Specialist, USAID AGRO Program. 
 
The Organic Initiative is not a legal entity as of 31 December 2022. 

The Organic Initiative’s activity is supported by Switzerland in the framework of the Swiss-Ukrainian Program “Higher 
Value Added Trade from the Organic and Dairy Sector in Ukraine” (QFTP) which is implemented by the Research 
Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL, Switzerland) in partnership with SAFOSO AG (Switzerland), www.qftp.org 

 

The Organic Ukraine official communication channels:  

Website: https://organicinitiative.org.ua/en/  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/organicinitiative  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/organic-initiative-ukraine  

 

Out contacts:  

Olena Deineko, Organic Initiative Coordinator  

Mob.: + 38 067 1039694 (WhatsApp, Viber, Telegram) 

e-mail: coordinator@organicinitiative.org.ua  
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1. Abstract  
The Organic Initiative was established in April 2020, having united the Ukrainian organic stakeholders with the aim to 
develop the market and increase trade with organic products on the domestic and international markets.    

In 2020-2021 considerable work was done to prepare and launch the communication campaign to promote organic 
food products through digital channels and social networks. In particular, in the second half of 2020 the Organic 
Initiative conducted a research to study the Ukrainian consumers’ awareness about and attitude to organic products1, 
and in the first half of 2021 it developed and launched the communication campaign with the aim to popularize 
certified organic products among Ukrainian consumers.  

Stage 1 of the campaign to promote organic products was launched online at the end of May and has over 9 million 
views2. Stage 2 was scheduled for early 2022.  
On 17 February the Organic Initiative held a meeting with organic producers where the plan of stage 2 of the 
communication campaign (which had to last six months) with involvement of opinion leaders and producers was 
presented and preliminary approved.  

Overall, the Organic Initiative activities are implemented through the working groups in the following areas:  

● Increasing demand for organic products in Ukraine – the communication campaign to promote organic 
products was prepared within this working group. 

● Introduction of organic products at schools and kindergartens in Ukraine – the activity is implemented in 
the frame of the Memorandum3 signed by Switzerland, First Lady of Ukraine and other partners on reforming 
the school nutrition with support of Switzerland in the frame of the Swiss-Ukrainian Program “Higher Value 
Added Trade from the Organic and Dairy Sector in Ukraine”. 

● Organic market development – by 24 February 2022 the working group activity had been focused on 
development of organic sales channels in Ukraine and facilitation of organic retail trade.  

● Policy dialogue – participation in the Ministerial working group on organic production development. 

On 24 February, due to the russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the Organic Initiative suspended its work for several 
weeks. At the end of March, taking into account the situation in the organic market at that time, the Organic Initiative 
published the statement4 on support of the organic sector during the war and launched the Grant Program “Support 
of the organic sector in Ukraine”5. 

In 2022 the Organic Initiative members decided to focus on 2 areas of activity:  
a) supporting organic producers on the domestic market through the Grant Program,  
b) supporting organic export from Ukraine to the international markets through constant communication with 
exporters, importers, and authorities. 

 
1 Results of research: https://organicinitiative.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/MZ-Hub-Organic-Initiative-
Report-EN-12.11.2020.pdf  
2 Details of stage 1 of the communication campaign: https://organicinfo.ua/en/news/1st-organic-promo-campaign-
started-in-ukraine/.  
3 More about Olena Zelenska’s initiative: https://qftp.org/qftp-u-mezhakh-initsiatyvy-oleny-zelenskoi-pidtrymaie-
realizatsiiu-komunikatsijnoi-kampanii-ta-zakhodiv-z-formuvannia-kultury-j-rozvytku-pryntsypiv-zdorovoho-
kharchuvannia-u-shkolakh. 
4 Full statement (March 2022): https://organicinitiative.org.ua/en/news/statement-on-the-situation-in-the-ukrainian-
organic-sector/.  
5 Official website of the Grant Program: https://organicinitiative.org.ua/en/special-project/organic-sector-support/.  
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The Organic Initiative continued its activities within the working groups “Policy dialogue” and “Introduction of organic 
products at schools and kindergartens in Ukraine”; however, the activity related to promotion of organic products on 
the domestic market was completely stopped.  

The following key achievements of the Organic Initiative in 2022 can be highlighted: 

1. The Organic Initiative did not only continue its active work during the war, but was also able to enlist support 
of international partners and establish new partnerships. In particular, 11 partners from 9 countries are 
involved in support of the Grant Program.   

2. The Organic Initiative developed and implemented the effective system of small grants in the organic 
sector. The system was created for the first time: from forming a team, developing a package of documents 
and criteria of the Grant Program to final monitoring of grant implementation.   

3. In the frame of two stages of the Grant Program “Support of the organic sector in Ukraine” over 100 
organic operators were supported for a total amount equivalent to USD 367,000.  

4. In 2022 the Organic Initiative’s website https://organicinitiative.org.ua/en/  was launched. It contains the 
description of the Organic Initiative’s activities, implemented projects, key news in the organic sector of 
Ukraine, and valuable materials in Ukrainian and English.  

5. In March and July two surveys were conducted to analyse the current status and needs of the organic 
business in Ukraine6.  

6. Together with the partners the Organic Initiative prepared the publication “The Ukrainian Organic Sector 
Analysis. 8 months since the full-scale war in Ukraine”7. 

7. The Organic Initiative was actively involved in organizing and holding international events which 
contributed to effective communication and finding new partners, donors, dissemination of important 
information and messages of the Organic Initiative: the online conference “Organic Export During the War”8 
was held on 23 June, the Organic Day in Ukraine was held on 23 September9, and on 22 November the 
international online event  “Organic Export Days 2022 – Ukraine, Albania, Serbia»10 was officially opened.  

8. During 2022 the Organic Initiative made efforts to collect and publish the stories of organic operators 
from Ukraine in the Ukrainian and international mass media.  

The detailed overview of the Organic Initiative’s activities in 2022 are presented in this report.   

We invite you to cooperate with the Organic Initiative! 

 
6 Press release on the 2nd survey of organic business (July 2022): https://organicinitiative.org.ua/en/news/biofach-
release/.   
7 Analysis of Ukrainian organic sector: https://organicinitiative.org.ua/en/news/ukrainian-organic-sector-analysis-8-
months-since-the-full-scale-war-in-ukraine/.   
8 Event program and recording: https://imp.export.gov.ua/news/3864-
join_the_online_event_organic_export_during_the_war.  
9 Event results: https://organicinfo.ua/en/news/organic-day-2022/.  
10 Event results: https://minagro.gov.ua/en/news/export-and-effective-cooperation-ministry-agrarian-policy-and-
food-ukraine-ukrainian-organic-sector-stakeholders-and-international-partners-will-save-organic-market-ukraine.    
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2. Main activities of the Organic Initiative in 
2022  
At the end of March, after resuming its activities and taking into account the situation on the organic market at that 
time, the Organic Initiative decided to focus its activities on supporting organic producers on the domestic market 
through the Grant Program “Support of the organic sector in Ukraine” and export of organic products.  

Both areas of activity are within the working group on organic market development. 

2.1. Support of the organic sector in Ukraine   
Before the Grant Program started to work at full capacity, considerable preparatory work had been carried out, the 
grant team and grant committee had been created. In fact, all the Organic Initiative members were involved in its 
implementation.  

1. The priorities for supporting organic operators in the frame of Phase 1 of the Grant Program were defined 
based on the survey of organic business (March 2022). 

2. The package of documents for the Grant Program implementation, such as guidelines, application forms and 
reports, announcements and other documents, was developed based on the effective legislation of Ukraine 
taking into account the peculiarities applicable during the martial law in Ukraine. 

3. The fundraising activity for the purpose of the Grant Program was launched, in particular, contacting 
international technical projects and international organizations.   

4. The team to administer the Grant Program was created. It consists of the representatives of ICO “IC “Green 
Dossier”, LCPO “Ecoterra” and Organic Business School. The team’s authorities include announcing, receiving 
applications, communicating with market 
operators, and reporting.   

5. To ensure impartiality of the granting process, the 
grant committee was established. It consists of 
the representatives of Organic Standard LLC, 
Organic Business School and international 
technical assistance projects – Swiss-Ukrainian 
Programs “Higher Value Added Trade from the 
Organic and Dairy Sector in Ukraine” (QFTP) and 
“Organic Trade for Development in Eastern 
Europe’’ (OT4D), and USAID AGRO Program. 

6. It was decided to delegate International 
Charitable Organization “Information Centre 
“Green Dossier” the authorities to ensure 
functioning of the Grant Program “Support of the 
organic sector in Ukraine”, as it is a charitable 
organization and has relevant 20-year experience 
in implementation of grant programs. 

Two phases of the Grant Program “Support of the organic 
sector in Ukraine” were implemented during April-December 2022, providing the support at the amount equivalent to 
USD 367,000. A part of this support was provided in kind (biological products). Over 100 Ukrainian organic operators 
were supported in the frame of two phases of the Grant Program.   

“The key support through the Organic Initiative’s 
grants was that for many organic operators it was 
support of faith in normal and bright future. In 
summer the situation was the worst – uncertainty 
about the future, in the organic sector we did not 
understand what and how to do next. A lot of organic 
producers thought whether to continue organic 
certification and production at all and pay for 
certification. That is why the grants, which were used 
to pay for organic certification, also became support 
of hope and humanity. The program supported hope 
for the future at the time when it was almost 
impossible to forecast anything and we all lived for 
today only”.  

Andrii Olefirenko,  
Director of Organic Original LLC  
(Ecorod TM) 
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Main areas of support   
Phase 1 

- 71 operators were supported to cover the cost of organic certification   
- Purchase of biological fertilizers and plant protection products at the total amount of USD 59,000  
- Purchase of seed material  

Phase 2 

- 34 organic operators were supported to support and promote their products on the domestic market and 
improve products quality and production facilities.    
  

Simultaneously, organic products were purchased from organic producers with further distribution among internally 
displaced persons. The total amount of support was USD 24,500. 10,357 kg of organic products were purchased 
from 10 organic operators to support over 900 internally displaced persons.  

The Grant Program results and impact on the Ukrainian organic market  
Positive impact on ensuring food security   

Obviously, one of the main tasks in the country is to ensure food security and access to food for all segments of the 
population. According to the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights, 4.7 mln internally displaced 
persons (IDP) have been registered. Due to the economic problems related to war, job cuts, inflation, etc., a large part 
of the population is on the verge of survival.   

The Organic Initiative joined the charitable project to improve food security of internally displaced persons. The 
project is implemented together with Donau Soja Association and organizations that care about the IDP in ecovillages 
- Global Ecovillage Network Ukraine and NGO 
“Permaculture in Ukraine”.  

In June and November 2022 organic products were 
sent to the IDP currently living in 37 ecovillages in 
12 oblasts of Ukraine (Zhytomyr, Cherkasy, 
Poltava, Kharkiv, Dnipro, Ivano-Frankivsk, Sumy, 
Kyiv, Ternopil, Lviv, Mykolaiv, and Kirovograd).  

In addition, in the frame of Phase 1 of the Grant 
Program organic products were purchased for 
further distribution among the IDP. Thus, in the 
frame of the Grant Program we were able to support both organic producers, ensuring partial distribution of their 
products, and the IDP.   

The total amount of support was USD 24,500 thanks to which 10,357 kg of organic products were 
purchased and distributed.   
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Maintaining the number of organic operators   

By launching the Grant Program, the Organic Initiative 
primarily aimed to maintain and support the existing 
certified organic operators. This aim was achieved thanks to 
the Grant Program “Support of the organic sector in Ukraine” 
as well as other support programs which were available to 
organic operators throughout the year.   

The Organic Initiative estimates that thanks to the support it 
managed to maintain at least 50 organic operators, which 
is about 10% of the total number of operators.   

According to Organic Standard certification body, about 30% 
of organic operators either abandoned or suspended their 
operations. Without support, particularly from the Organic 
Initiative, their number could have reached 40-50%. 

Capacity development of organic operators and stimulation 
of sector development   

The goal of Phase 1 of the Grant Program was to maintain as many producers in the organic sector as possible, and 
that of Phase 2 – to stimulate further development of the market with account of the existing circumstances and help 
operators to improve product quality, establish new sales channels, etc.   

During Phase 1, besides direct support of operators, the activity also helped agricultural producers to support 
producers of biological products, a certification body and producers of seed materials because the Grant Program 
funds were used for these kinds of services. In addition, three producers of biological products, i.e. BTU-Center LLC, 
Agroindustrial Centre – Garant LLC (Gumisil TM), and Integro LLC (Gumino de Gallina TM), donated biological and 
plant protection products to agricultural producers.  

During Phase 2 support was provided to improve product quality, in particular, to purchase cleaning and handling 
equipment, develop greenhouse farms, supply organic products to the shops in Ukraine, arrange new points of sale, 
and establish new sales channels. 

The grant support stimulated operators to be more proactive, continue participating in the international fairs, search 
for the ways to expand sales and export, etc.   

Phase 2 is ongoing, implementation of most of the projects will end in the middle of 2023. 

“The result of the Organic Initiative’s support is 
not only financial, but also moral support. The 
grants to support organic certification allowed 
keeping a number of operators in the sector. In 
my opinion, thanks to this support we managed 
to maintain at least 50 organic operators, which 
would otherwise have suspended their 
certification and, correspondingly, organic 
production. Moreover, by supporting the sector 
and export we stimulated some operators to 
develop, be proactive, participate in fairs, trade 
and export”.  

Sergiy Galashevskyy, 
Director of certification body  
Organic Standard LLC  

“We used to be beneficiaries of numerous support programs, including the state ones… But it is difficult to get 
support this year due to the war. We are really grateful for the grants provided by the projects. Regardless of the 
amounts, one should understand that we suffered millions of losses due to the occupation, and grant funds cannot 
compensate for such amounts, but any amount significantly accelerated our recovery, at least at our farm. The 
speed with which the organic community had reacted was impressive!”   

Ivan Grechkivsky,  
CEO, Family Garden LLC    
(from the speech at the online conference “Organic Day in Ukraine”, 23.09.2022) 
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Support of the Grant Program 
The total amount of monetary and material support was USD 367,000. International organizations and technical 
assistance programs, NGOs, embassies and private donors were among the donors of this activity. 

 

The Organic Initiative managed to involve 11 partners from 9 countries in support of the Grant Program “Support 
of the organic sector in Ukraine” as well as to establish new partnerships, in particular, with INTERBIO Nouvelle-
Aquitaine Association (France), Ecologija Polska Association (Poland), IFOAM Organics Europe.  

“For the Organic Initiative members, as well as for many Ukrainians, this year has become a challenge. In the most 
difficult time we managed to join forces to support the organic sector. Our collective knowledge, skills and 
understanding that we want to maintain the sector despite everything helped us to agree on a strategy and launch 
the Grant Program quickly. Constant communication with the partners, publications in the international media and 
appeals for support helped us to raise funds and find new partners. This year we have done a lot in spite of any 
circumstances. The most important thing is that together we have been able to contribute to maintaining the organic 
market in Ukraine.    

2022 has also become a year of opportunities for the Organic Initiative. The effective work throughout the year and 
communication with the partners helped to form a positive image of the platform, laid the foundation for new long-
term partnerships, and strengthened the organization’s potential”. 

Olena Deineko,  
Organic Initiative Coordinator  
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Together with the permanent partners, i.e. IFOAM – Organics International and the Research Institute of Organic 
Agriculture (FiBL, Switzerland), the Organic Initiative facilitated wide dissemination of the information about the Grant 
Program, the Organic Initiative’s activities, and, in particular, the organic sector in Ukraine.    

Interviews organized by the Organic Initiative  
The article at biohandel.de about the situation on the Ukrainian 
organic market “Ukraine: Help Through Trade”.  
The author used the data provided by the Organic Initiative 
members in the article: 
https://biohandel.de/markt-branche/ukraine-hilfe-durch-handel  

 

 

 

 

The article at BioPress on BioFach contained a section   
dedicated to Ukraine:  
https://www.biopress.de/de/inhalte/details/8841/streiflichter-der-biofach-
2022.html?hl=ukraine  

 

 

 

 

 

2.2. Support of organic export from Ukraine during the war   
According to the Organic Initiative’s decision in April 2022 on further areas of activity, it was agreed to focus on 
supporting organic export from Ukraine.  

The working group implemented the following activities:  

- Facilitating policy dialogue related to export with the purpose of liberalization or cancellation of export 
licensing for organic products from Ukraine,  

- Cooperation with Ukrainian and international organizations with regard to supporting export from Ukraine,  
- Assistance in dealing with logistical and infrastructural issues.  

In early March, in order to ensure food security inside the country during the martial law, the Ukrainian government 
approved the export restrictions for such agricultural products as millet, oats, and buckwheat. Moreover, all the sea 
ports which are normally used for exporting agricultural products were blocked.    
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That is why the major part of the Organic Initiative’s activities was 
focused on suppprting organic export, finding new alternative export 
routes, advocating exclusion of the crops important for organic 
producers from the list of crops whose export was restricted, as well as 
maintaining the dialogue with international partners for them to  
continue importing organic products of Ukrainian origin. 
 
It should be noted that in 2022 Ukraine exported 13% more 
organic products to the EU and Switzerland than in 2021.  
 

Advocacy to support the organic sector   
 
Cancellation of export licensing for organic products   

After the export restrictions for such agricultural crops as millet, rye, 
oats, and buckwheat had been introduced, the Organic Initiative sent 
the open letter to the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine, Deputy Minister of Economy of Ukraine – Trade Representative 
of Ukraine Taras Kachka regarding facilitation of liberalization/ cancellation of export licensing for organic products 
from Ukraine. A number of working meetings with the partners from State Institution “Entrepreneurship and Export 
Promotion Office” and Swiss-Ukrainian Program “Higher Value Added Trade from the Organic and Dairy Sector in 
Ukraine” were held, who supported the Organic Initiative’s appeal.  

As a result of joint efforts, on 3 May the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine approved the decision to amend the list of 
goods whose export and import is subject to licensing and quoting in 2022. In particular, millet was added to the 
list of goods whose export is subject to licensing which opened the door for export of organic millet. It was 
extremely important as Ukraine is one of the biggest suppliers of organic millet to the EU market.  

The EU Commission decision to help Ukrainian exporters   

Also important was the EU Commission decision to abolish import tariffs and quotas on Ukrainian exports to the EU. In 
addition, for the first time since 2015, Ukraine was excluded from the list of countries to which additional official 
controls on organic products imported to the EU are applied. This makes the organic export process much easier as it 
helps to reduce costs of additional inspection, sampling and analysis, and, correspondingly, time for export, and allows 
exporting new products and increase export volumes.   

Furthermore, granting Ukraine the EU candidate status brought optimism.  

Case of using non-organic protein crops in organic livestock production   

The EU Commission adopted Delegated Regulation (EU) 2022/1450 as of 27 June 2022, supplementing Regulation (EU) 
2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the use of non-organic protein feed for the 
production of organic livestock due to russia’s invasion of Ukraine. This regulation gives the possibility to apply the 
derogation and use 5% of non-organic feed which could significantly reduce import of organic protein feed from 
Ukraine.   

Adoption of this Regulation could have negative impact on export of organic protein crops/products by Ukrainian 
operators. Meanwhile, according to the data of Organic Standard certification body, Ukrainian operators increased 
export of organic protein crops to the EU in 2022, having fully satisfied the demand for organic protein crops.  

To avoid negative consequences of this decision for the Ukrainian organic business, the Organic Initiative took a 
number of steps to remedy the situation and influence the western partners. In particular, it prepared a policy brief, 
official letters with appeals and organized joint work with the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine.  
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On the Organic Initiative members’ request, the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine sent official letters to 
the EU Commission, EU Delegation in Ukraine and EU Member States with information about organic in Ukraine 
(based on the Organic Standard data) and with a request not to apply such derogation which could negatively 
influence both Ukrainian organic exporters and EU organic importers.  

Organic sector stakeholders and international projects appealed with the messages to other EU institutions and 
organisations. This started a new era of organic policy dialogue and advocating the Ukrainian organic sector interests. 
For the first time, the MAPF initiated direct communication to support Ukrainian organic business with the EU 
Commission, EU Delegation in Ukraine, and the EU Member States.    

As a result, a number of meetings on this issue took place in Germany, the Netherlands, Poland and other EU 
members states and European Commission. The majority supported the Ukrainian position and promised not to 
apply the derogation when buying non-organic protein feed for organic livestock production.  

The Organic Initiative had direct and active communication with the EU Commission and professional associations 
(Organic Processing and Trade Association (OPTA), IFOAM Organics Europe) regarding cancellation of this regulation.  

 

Events with participation and/or organized by the Organic Initiative representatives: 
Online event Bio Import – Online-Seminar von GfRS und BLQ11, 4 May 2022. 

Sergiy Galashevskyy, Director of Organic Standard LLC, spoke at the event about the current state of the consequences 
of war in Ukraine for organic production and announced online conference “Organic Export During the War”. 

 

European Organic Congress 12, 16-17 June 2022, 
Bordeaux, France  

5 representatives from Ukraine took part in the 
Congress, in particular, Kateryna Shor, Project Manager 
of the Information Center “Green Dossier”. Before the 
official opening of the Congress a press conference was 
organized, where the participants told about the state of 
organic agriculture in Ukraine during the war and called 
the organic world to support organic producers in 
Ukraine. 

After the press conference at least 10 articles and 
interviews were published in French, Dutch, and Irish media.    

 

 
11 Event program https://verbund-oekohoefe.de/veranstaltung/bio-import-online-seminar-von-gfrs-und-blq.  
12 Event program and results https://www.europeanorganiccongress.bio.  
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Online conference “Organic Export During the War”, 23 June 2022 

State Institution “Entrepreneurship and Export Promotion Office” invited the 
Organic Initiative to co-organize the international conference. During the event 
foreign importer of Ukrainian organic products shared their success stories of 
cooperation with Ukrainian organic exporters during the full-scale war, and 
Ukrainian exporters were able to confirm with such cases that organic export is 
possible even during the martial law.  

The event gathered about 160 participants, including more than 50 
representatives of foreign companies from Germany, Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Austria, Belgium, Poland, and other countries.  

Within preparation to the conference the Catalogue of Ukrainian organic exporters 
202213 was developed. It contains over 90 pages of information about organic 
exporters from Ukraine that are ready to export in 2022. 

 

International trade fair for organic products BIOFACH 2022, 26 -29 July 2022, Nuremberg, Germany  

Over 4 days of the fair the Organic Initiative continued establishing cooperation with Ukrainian and international 
organizations and technical assistance projects to 
support organic exporters from Ukraine. Thus, the 
platform representatives: 

- Spoke at the forum “Organic farming in 
Ukraine 5 months after the beginning of the 
war – status quo and outlook”; 

- Supported participation of 17 organic 
exporters in the fair in the frame of 
cooperation with Import Promotion Desk, 
which promotes organic export from Ukraine 
to the EU; 

- Held a number of bilateral meetings; 
- Organized and gave interviews to mass 

media.  

 

Online conference “Organic Day in Ukraine”, 23 September 2022  

On 23 September Ukraine celebrated the Organic Day together with the EU, which was launched by the European 
Parliament, European Council and European Commission in 2021. 

Over 250 participants from 16 countries (Ukraine, Switzerland, the UK, the UAE, France, Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Denmark) joined the conference “Organic Day in Ukraine” organized by the Ministry of Agrarian Policy 
and Food of Ukraine, State Institution “Entrepreneurship and Export Promotion Office” and the Organic Initiative.    

 
13 Digital catalogue https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mxgDmVsc-XzJLbfkCUwMCc7NKNuF8cnQ/view.  
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Online event “Organic Export Days 2022 – Ukraine, Albania, Serbia”, 22 November – 2 December 2022 

Organic Export Days is a large-scale information and matchmaking event held for the second time. The aim of the 
event is to develop organic export business through B2B-meetings at B2Match platform.  

Policymakers, local and international experts from Ukraine, Albania and Serbia participated in the official opening 
of Organic Export Days 2022 – Ukraine, Albania, Serbia, which was attended by 60 participants. Overall, about 
140 participants from 3 countries took part in the online event “Organic Export Days 2022 – Ukraine, Albania, 
Serbia”. 

The Organic Initiative representatives joined the event organization and delivered the presentation about the current 
status of organic export during the war over 10 months of 2022. 

 

 



 

  

 

ANNUAL REPORT 2022 

 

15 

 

3. Organic Initiative working groups  
 

As noted above, the Organic Initiative activities are implemented within the working groups in four areas. It was 
decided to keep them unchanged after the launch of the full-scale invasion.    

1. Increasing demand for organic products in Ukraine  
2. Policy dialogue 
3. Organic meals at schools and kindergartens  
4. Organic market development (see Section 2 of this Report) 

 

The detailed overview of the activities within the working group “Organic market development” is provided in Section 
2 of this Report as support of the domestic organic market and export during the war became the main tasks for the 
platform. The detailed description of the activities in other areas during 2022 is provided below.     

3.1. Working group “Increasing demand for organic products in 
Ukraine”   

The members of the working group:  

● Yuliya Voroschuk, Vice President of Organic Ukraine NGO   
● Olena Deineko, Director of Organic Business School  
● Oleksandr Prykhodko, Agricultural Markets Development Specialist, USAID AGRO Program 
● Natalia Cholovska, President of Lviv City Public Organization “Ecoterra” 

 

In early 2022 it was planned to launch stage 2 of the communication campaign for promotion of organic products with 
involvement ofvyfd opinion leaders and producers. However, with the beginning of the full-scale invasion this activity 
was suspended.  Throughout the year the Organic Initiative focused on supporting organic operators through the 
Grant Program “Support of the organic sector in Ukraine”.  

Meanwhile, to address communication tasks it was decided to develop the official website of the Organic Initiative 
https://organicinitiative.org.ua/en/  in Ukrainian and English which was launched in July 2022. 

Throughout the year the Organic Initiative’s work was 
also focused on supporting communication about the 
sector both inside the county and abroad to involve 
new partners for the Grant Program. It was important 
to show the entire world that Ukrainian organic 
producers continue working in spite of all the 
circumstances and obstacles. 

Therefore, besides the website, a number of 
informational materials were developed: leaflets and 
infographics on the survey results, open statements 
and press releases were published.  There was constant 

communication with Ukrainian and foreign mass media. The plans related to launch of the full-scale communication 
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campaign for promotion of organic products on the domestic market will be updated after the end of hostilities and 
new market analysis.   

3.2. Working group “Policy dialogue”  
 

The members of the working group:  

● Kateryna Shor, Project Manager of International Charitable Organization “Information Centre “Green 
Dossier”; OrganicInfo.ua webportal 

● Sergiy Galashevskyy, Director of Organic Standard LLC, certification body. 
 

In the second half of 2021 the working group analysed the legislation to find gaps and problematic issues, and in early 
2022 the work on improvement of the legislation in the part of compiling the list of inputs permitted for use in organic 
production was planned.      

In January-February 2022 the expert evaluation of the EU legislation in the part of compiling the list of inputs was 
ongoing and the survey of producers of permitted inputs was planned. Unfortunately, this activity was suspended.  

However, the working group continued its activities throughout the year. The Organic Initiative representatives Sergiy 
Galashevskyy (Organic Standard LLC) and Kateryna Shor (ICO “IC “Green Dossier”) participated in over 35 meetings of 
the Ministerial working group on organic production development throughout the year.  

In May 2022 the Parliament of Ukraine approved the amendments to the transitional provisions of the Law of Ukraine 
“On the Main Principles and Requirements for Organic Production, Circulation and Labelling of Organic Products” that 
provide for: 

- extending the sales of organic products with foreign certificates by Ukrainian operators for two more years – 
until 1 July 2024; 

- creating opportunities for Ukrainian producers that produce organic products under international standards 
to receive state support, if available in 2022-2023; 

- the possibility to reduce the conversion period while transiting to the Ukrainian organic standards for organic 
operators if they are certified by the same certification body. 
 

And in June 2022 active work on harmonizing the Ukrainian legislation with the new Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council No 2018/84814 on organic production and labelling of organic products which 
has been applied since 1 January 2022 began. The work is ongoing. 

3.3. Working group “Organic meals at schools and 
kindergartens”   

 

The members of the working group:  

● Oleksiy Kachkovskiy, Director of Institute of Organic Agriculture SPU LLC  
● Natalia Cholovska, President of Lviv City Public Organization “Ecoterra” 

 
14 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2018/848/oj  
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In 2021, in the frame of Olena Zelenska’s initiative, the Memorandum of Understanding and Cooperation was signed 
by the UNICEF, Embassy of Switzerland, Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine and First Lady of Ukraine with 
the purpose of implementing the communication campaign within the school nutrition reform.  

The Organic Initiative representatives were involved in implementation of the activities within the Swiss-Ukrainian 
program “Higher Value Added Trade from the Organic and Dairy Sector in Ukraine”. Throughout 2021 the working 
group analysed the situation with introduction of organic products in school and pre-school educational institutions of 
Ukraine and worked on raising awareness about organic products in public procurement.  

In 2021 a number of information materials about successful international experience of introduction of organic 
products into public catering, in particular, in educational institutions,15 were developed to raise awareness about 
consumption of organic products in the frame of the communication campaign on school nutrition reform in Ukraine. 
In addition, in October 2022 the topic of organic product consumption in the form of articles was integrated into the 
portal znaimo.gov.ua16. 

On 22 February 2022 the Research of the current situation with public procurement of food products for 
schools/kindergartens (SWOT-analysis) to introduce organic food in school/kindergarten meals in Ukraine was 
published17. 

The working group activities were slightly changed during the war, but work continued.    

On 24 September 2022 the UNDP in Ukraine 
together with famous Ukrainian chef Ievgen 
Klopotenko18 and “Rozsadnyk,” a space for 
urban horticulture in Lviv, held the meeting 
“Food that unites”19, where Natalia Cholovska, 
Director of LCPO “Ecoterra”, also took part. 

The aim of the meeting was to discuss 
development of community initiatives on food 
catering on a local level.  

Thanks to participation in the meeting the 
preliminary agreement about cooperation with 
culinary influencer Ievgen Klopotenko with 
regard to popularization of organic products 
was achieved.  

On 19 December 2022 the next working 
meeting “School nutrition reform: results of the 

 
15 https://qftp.org/uspishnyj-mizhnarodnyj-dosvid-vvedennia-orhanichnykh-produktiv-u-hromadske-kharchuvannia/  

16 https://qftp.org/en/about-organic-on-the-portal-znaimo/   

17 Research: https://organicinitiative.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Doslidzhennia_Orhanichni-produkty-dlia-
shkil-ta-sadochkiv-2021_.pdf.  
18 One of the initiators of adding Ukrainian borscht to the UNESCO’s intangible cultural heritage list, co-founder of the 
Ukrainian cuisine restaurant "100 Years Ago Forward” and network “Inshi”. 
19 Full recoding of the event: https://fb.watch/hHL0uroQww. 

 

Photo from the organizers’ Facebook page   
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year and activity plan 2023”20 was held in the frame of implementation of the Memorandum. The aim of the meeting 
was to discuss the status of tasks, summarize the year and discuss the prospects of activities in 2023.   

It is important that work in this area was carried out not only inside Ukraine. On 5 August 2022 Olena Deineko, 
Organic Initiative Coordinator, on the invitation of the leading organic organization in Poland – the Polish Ecology 
Association (Stowarzyszenie Polska Ekologia), took part in the Sejm commission meeting on introduction of organic 
meals at Polish schools. It became the first step in future partnership with Polish peers related to introduction of 
organic meals at schools and kindergartens of Ukraine. According to preliminary agreements, the Polish Ecology 
Association and Organic Initiative agreed about future cooperation in this area.  

 

 

 

 
20 Meeting agenda: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aKmqJzk-UriyqMEEnOKWDY-V3utUMaTC/edit.  


